IN OUR DAILY PRAYERS

Nancy Agee, Craig Anderson, Ginger Anderson, Gordon Anderson, Helga Angebrandt, Jeanne Amold, Eleanor Barber, Holly Barrier, Burt Basney,
— : Debra Beisswenger, Jadwiga Bochenek, Al Bosse, Lillian Dahling, Frank Darkangelo, Marietta Dodd, Jordan Ellis, Loretta & Kevin Eul, Denise Evans,
Delores Evans, K|m Forster, Roy Garbutt, Cindy Gaw, Javed Igbal, Lily Jacobsen, Joan Kempik, Deborah Lever, Sue Lewis, Griffin Luckett, Diane Lynch, Wendy & Ford
McDonald, Mary Ann Messick, Ellie Orewyler, Kelli Queen, Crystal Orr, Meggie Roberto, Al and Judy Roberts, Ron Robertson, Doris Roberts, Nita Rydell, Gail Scofield, Norm and
Pauline Scott, Wayne Shuck, Beverley Smith, Marilyn Smith, Bob Stasik, Jean Survillas, Bill Thomas, Eleanor Waddell, Deborah Webster, Norma Willoughby, Irmi Wittig,
Arthur and Carmen Vandenberg, Sammy and Mitzi Zaan, Norma Zimmerman.

Fathers of: Tonya Rodriguez

Mothers of:

Daughters of: Ellie Orewyler, Ron Robertson, Joyce Patel
Sons of: Al and Connie Bosse, Javid Igbal, Doris Roberts
Brothers of:

Sisters of:

Other relatives: Jessica (LTravieso), Eva Garley (LAnderson), Dwayne Kriegel (MGraham), Rachel Jenkins (LAnderson), Nichole Lombard, Annette Zaranti, Wayne
Specht (LGrundke) Ramon Patel (JPatel)

Friends: Bill Bartlett (LLantz), Tim Suk (LLantz), Rick Brotherton (JMiller), Pat Beer (CHelgason, Nick Marciano (PKleiner, Tom Lawrence (KHarris), Jim Graver,
Rick Brotherton (JCarter), Ryan H., family of Jessica Lohman (COrr)

Comfort to: Irene Romero on the passing of her sister.
Prayers for: Our country and its leadership; Place a hedge of protection around our homeland.

We will keep names on the prayer list for a few months.
If you would like to remain on the prayer list please let us know by calling the church office at 949-837-4673.
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A MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS

life with Him - not money or even good works. We cannot reason our way to
salvation or earn it. All we can do is believe in Him, trusting that Jesus has
already done all that is necessary for us.

Faith - It is through faith in Jesus that we receive the forgiveness of sins and
eternal life - by believing that He has freed us from the quilt, punishment,
and power of sin. Faith is a gift worked in us by the power of the Holy Spirit;
it doesn’'t come to us through anything we are capable of, only through what
God does for us. We simply receive what God is already offering out of His
great love.

Good Works - Since there is nothing we can ever do to earn salvation, we do not
do good works in order to be saved; good works are done out of praise and
thanks because we are saved. Such good works include things like serving
and caring for the needs of others, and doing what God considers to be good
and right. It's often said that Martin Luther expressed it this way: “God
doesn’t need our good works, but our neighbor does.”

Grace - Lutherans often refer to grace. While we deserved to pay the penalty for
our sins, Christ paid the debt and we receive forgiveness and eternal life
from Him that is offered freely - out of unconditional love. That's why it’s
called grace - because it is truly undeserved. “For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not
by works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). God has provided
tangible ways through which He delivers His grace to those who believe,
assuring us that the sins we commit are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. These are
called the “means of grace” and are God’s Word, Holy Baptism, and the
Lord’s Supper. Through these means, God makes himself known to us in a
very personal way: God’s Word reveals His faithfulness and love; Baptism is
our rebirth and renewal in Jesus; the Lord’s Supper is our closest communion
with Christ as we receive His body and blood.

So, what is a Lutheran?

Dear friends in Christ. Has anyone asked you about your
faith? Or, have you had an opportunity to simply tell
others about your faith and what it means that you
worship at “Lutheran” Church of the Cross?

Here are a few simple starting points we believe as Lutherans. ...

The Bible - What we believe comes from the Bible, God’s message of love and
hope for all people. It points us to the truth that we are saved from our sin
and eternal death by the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We
believe that the Bible is completely reliable and without error. In it we
learn everything we need to know about God’s love and His gifts to us.

God - There is only one true God - the Triune God - who exists in three separate
but equal persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God the Father is our maker
and the creator of all things. By the Father's Word, all things were made,
and we are His most beloved creation; we are closest to His heart. The Son
is Jesus Christ, who came to earth as the perfect “go-between” between
God and humanity. The Holy Spirit calls us to believe in Jesus Christ as our
Savior, keep us in the one true faith, and equip us for living out our faith.

Us - We all fall short of God’s expectations because we are all born “sinful.” Sin
can be summed up as all the things we say, think, do, and don’t do, that
fall outside of God’s holy will for our lives and end up separating us from
God. Sin was brought into the world when Satan lured Adam and Eve into
temptation through their own free will, breaking the perfect relationship
between God and us. From that point on, sin became part of our very
existence. Because God also demands perfect obedience, our ultimate
punishment became death. Yet God is a loving God whose will is not for us
to live in eternal punishment. Christ took our sin upon Himself and died on
the cross on our behalf. When we believe in Jesus Christ as our Savior, He
bears our sin and gives us His forgiveness. “For God so loved the world that
He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish
but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

Being Saved - There is absolutely nothing we can do to “be saved” - Jesus Christ
has already done everything necessary. All who believe in Jesus as Savior
are brought back into a right relationship with God. Everyone who believes
is “justified,” or declared innocent by God. God now sees us “just-as-if-I'd”  Thanks for being a “Lutheran” Christian” at Lutheran Church of the Cross!
never sinned because of Jesus. We do not cooperate in our salvation and In Christ,
there is nothing we could ever present to God to make our way into eternal Pastor Leland <><

We will have a special guest pastor, Dr. Dan van Voorhis
coming to preach on the weekend of November 9/10
at all services. He will do a special presentation that
you won't want to miss on Sunday, November 17 at
4pm: “Lutheranism For the Rest of Us: Theology in
Plain Language,” followed by a delicious dinner by
Valerie and crew.

Our Vision Statement

Our vision is for God, through the Holy Spirit, to shape us into a vibrant church that transforms
our community and the world with the saving grace of Jesus Christ.

WWW.LCOTC.ORG
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October Events

Preschool Corner by Tonya Theveny, Director

“l am with you always.” Matthew 28:20

ALISO VIEJO

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

In October we will help the children understand that they are part of a
community by learning about our Community Helpers. We are planning a visit
from the Fire Department to talk about fire safety and let the children climb
aboard a real fire truck. Most of all we want them to understand that they are a
part of a Christian community here at LCC. Picture Day and our annual Preschool
Open House & Ice Cream Social are also happening this month.

Greetings to you from Aliso Viejo Christian School, home of the
Conquerors! Students have returned from summer break and school is in
full swing. Our theme this year is #SpeakLife! Our desire is to focus on
being a community that encourages and builds each other up. We want
our lights to shine bright in our community and be known as a school that
loves Jesus and loves people. You are always welcome to set up a tour to
come see our students in action. If you are interested in volunteering on
campus, we can make that happen as well. Follow us on Facebook and/or
Instagram at AVCSConquerors. You can also visit our website at
www.avchristianschool.org for more information. We always appreciate
and treasure your prayers and support. God bless!

Retreat

Women'’s Day of Renewal
Laguna Woods campus
October 5 ~ 8:30am-3pm
Theme: Be the Fragrance of Christ ~ | Cor. 13:13
Cost: $10includes continental breakfast and lunch

FREE Fun For Everyone! Saturday, October 19, 11am-3pm at the Laguna
Woods campus. Hosted by Kids4Jesus, AHG Troop CA2517 Ministries. The
fun includes Bounce Houses, Cake Walk, Face Painting, Craft Barn, Popcorn, Sno
Cones, Costume Parade/Devotional. Meal Deal Fundraiser $5 hosted by: AHG
Troop2517 (sausage dogs, chips and a drink). Come in a non-violent costume
and invite your family, friends and neighbors!

First Week of Preschool

Sign up at church or drop by the church office
Kalyn Peterson, Principal, AVCS

~

Saturday, October 19, 5-9 pm at LW
campus. Drop the kiddos off and attend
church, or carry on with your own plans!
Cost: $20/child; $40/family maximum.

Meet in Room B. Please RSVP to Miss
Bekah at Bekah@lcotc.org by 10-18.

Worship, Dinner & a Movie at LW 4
Saturday, October 12
5pm Worship ~ 6pm Dinner ($5)

A special thank you to Scott Dawson,
Dave Miller, Dave Robinson and
others for their labor of love in
creating a patio and safety barriers
for our AV campus. Scott and Dave R.
are pictured here participating in the
ribbon cutting at the AV Celebration

~ The Greatest Showman is an original musical
that celebrates the birth of show business and
tells of a visionary who rose from nothing to K
' (reate a spectacle that became a worldwide

Drop-Off

Service on September 8. & sensation.
Compassion Ministries by Scott Dawson Model Train Exhibit at Laguna Woods
Mission Offering: — Saturday, October 19 ~10am (until after Sat service)
$1,629 was given in September to Samaritan’s Purse to go toward Hurricane Dorian relief in the Bahamas. They have already set-up a mobile hospital, arranged for o Sunday, October 20 ~ 8:30am - 12:30pm
clean water and hygiene needs, as well as tarps and food for basic sustenance. This ministry proclaims the gospel of Jesus Christ in both word and deed as they ; r R o e
European Train Enthusiasts, Inc. (ETE) is the premiere North

minister to suffering people around the world.

/)

American organization focused on educating the public on the

$(
\%@ subject of European Railroading. ETE will set up and run their
@ \\ \ display at our Laguna Woods campus for all to enjoy. Feel free
\\\ to invite friends and neighbors who are interested in seeing
\

this incredible display in action!

Operation Christmas Child - Look for pre-printed shoe boxes to be available at both campuses beginning Sunday, October 20th. Wherever your shoe
boxes go, children are hearing the Gospel of Jesus Christ along with receiving the fun gifts you've packed inside. “How to pack a shoe box” flyers will be
g included with each box. Let us declare His Good News to the Nations!

Care Responders - DON'T BE SHY, GIVE IT ATRY!

Care Responders are willing and waiting to assist members who need help with basic physical needs such as: errands, meals for those convalescing, rides, light
household tasks and repairs. The process is simple: contact Gordon Peldo at (949) 837-9944 or the church office at (949) 837-4673. You will be asked a few questions
about your particular need and then the appropriate volunteer will follow through with you personally to help take care of your need. IT'S THAT EASY!

Fall
Clothing
Drive

Fall Clothing Drive - It's that time to clean out your closets again! This
year's clothing drive will be from Sunday, October 13th thru Sunday,
October 27th at the Laguna Woods campus. We are looking for clean,
gently used clothing, shoes, purses, belts, etc. that will be given to “Working

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities to help people in need:

Care Responders - Care Responders is looking for people interested in joining an ever-growing team of helpers that meet basic physical needs of
members (errands, meals, rides, light household tasks & repairs) on an “as-needed basis.” If this is something you'd like to know more about, or to join
the team, please contact Gordon Peldo at: (949) 837-9944 or gpeldo@shcglobal.net. Let us care for one-another in Jesus’ Name!

GRIEFAYSHARE

GriefShare is a 13-week program designed for people grieving
the death of a family member or loved one. Our sessions are on
Tuesdays at 2pm in the LW Library. Each classis 1% hours.

Village of Hope (OC Rescue Mission) - On the second Saturday of each month, we serve in the kitchen and dining hall with cleaning, sorting and lunch preparation
helping people who want to get off the streets and back on their feet. The next opportunity to serve will be Saturday, October 12 from 9am - 1pm. If you'd like to

serve in this hand’s on ministry, please contact Scott Dawson at: (949) 338-4966 or spdawson60@gmail.com.

Senior Grocery Program - Come and be a part of this ‘Bread of Life’ fresh food ministry that blesses many local seniors from varied backgrounds! The opportunities to

serve this month are October 11 & 25 from 8:45-11:15. For more information or to help serve, please contact Bill Perry at: bill@pertel.com.

Senior Food Box - This ministry provides non-perishable food to qualifying seniors in need. The distribution of these boxes takes place on the second Tuesday of each
month from 2:00-4:00 pm at the LW campus. The next distribution will be Tuesday, October 8. For more information, please contact Scott Dawson at:
949) 338-4966 or spdawson60@gmail.com.

Lutheran Church of the Cross Ministries

Wardrobes” and the Orange Country Rescue Mission for people trying to get
back on their feet who need clothes for interviews and work opportunities.
Please bring nice clothing on hangars. Clothes that are more casual can be
brought in bags or boxes. Experience the ultimate in repurposing by giving
to those in need! Matthew 25:36

GriefShare meets weekly to provide support and help the
grieving individual to move toward rebuilding their life. Each
session has three distinct elements: video seminar with experts,
group discussion, and personal study and reflection. Contact
Barbara Givens at pm_139@yahoo.com for more information.

Lutheran Church of the Cross Ministries


mailto:bill@pertel.com
mailto:spdawson60@gmail.com
http://www.avchristianschool.org

Financial Report by Kevin Murphy, Operations Director

As of August 31,2019 | August | August YTD YTD
Actual Budget Actual Budget

Offering Income $60,939| $70,000f  $132,901 $140,000
Other Income $1,056,258| $15,363 | $1,072,060 $30,726
Total Income $1,117,197| 985,363 |  $1,204,961 $170,726
Expenses:

Administration (1) $93,623| 992,643 $182,183 $183,236
Outside Ministries (2) $5220] 98,550 $10,305 $15,600
Internal Ministries (3) $2,002|  $7,120 $4,249 $11,490
Other Expenses (4) $4,898| 92,625 $10,575 $5,000
Total Expenses $105,743| $110,938 $207,312 $215,326
Net Ordinary Income $1,011,454| 825,575  $997,649 -$44,600
Depreciation Expense $2,000|  $2,000 $4,000 $4,000

1. Includes: administration costs, all salaries, property and facilities.

2. Includes: outreach missions, compassion ministries.

3. Includes: youth and children’s ministries.

4. Includes: fellowship, local mission work/evangelism, worship, stewardship.

Missionary Spotlight by Geri Robinson, Missions Committee
\Y/

CHOSEN PEOPLE
MINISTRIES

QOur church has been a faithful supporter of Chosen People
Ministries (CPM) and the work of Pastor Ron and Paula
Michelson for many years. CPM is a nonprofit organization
which engages in evangelism to Jews; its mission is to “pray
for, evangelize, disciple, and serve Jewish people
everywhere and to help fellow believers do the same.”
Pastor Ron expresses well their work as part of CPM:

“Our vision is to form a partnership with Lutheran Church of the Cross to reach out and to join
us to bring the Gospel to Jewish people within Laguna Woods Village so they would come to a
saving knowledge of Yeshua and acknowledge that he is Lord, and that all believers who
choose to, can worship in a Messianic style. We desire for all to know Yeshua and to be
conformed into His image by the power of the Holy Spirit. We value a sensitive Messianic
outreach to the entire Community of Jews throughout Orange County.”

From the (PM website that showcases some of the Michelson's work within our
congregation is the following testimonial:

Ron and Paula Michelson, who minister in Southern California, host a Gospel-oriented,
weekly event they call “Senior Day Out.” One Jewish man who heard about it rode his
motorized wheelchair several blocks to attend. After his second week, he stayed behind with
many questions. Another Jewish man, who had recently come to faith and was we// along in
his walk with Messiah, stayed also and answered many ¥ g

of the questions this man in the wheelchair had. Two §
hours later, the man gave his life to his Messiah, Jesus.
We lift up Pastor Ron and Paula that God continues to ;
mightily bless them as they seek to glorify Him
through their ministry.

=~ -, Bethesda

-
LUTHERAN COMMUNITIES

Dear Lutheran Church of the Cross Ministries:

We count you as a blessing, and | wanted to personally thank you for being
a true partner in our work for people with intellectual and developmental
disabilities.

Your recent gift is especially meaningful because without your
commitment and continued support, our mission of ensuring that the
people we support receive the best quality of care and services, including
stable homes, education, job training, coaching, and life skills
development, offered in an environment that allows the love of Jesus
Christ to shine through, simply would not be possible.

It is our belief at Bethesda that people want to be loved and feel as if they
belong. Because of your generosity, we are able to offer this welcoming
spirit to the people we serve in every community, and they have the
opportunity to know they are part of God’s family. Many of the people we
support tell us they feel this sense of belonging at Bethesda and in their
local church congregation. So, thank you for helping us offer this gift of
belonging to people living with intellectual and developmental
disabilities.

At Bethesda, we pray for you as one of our generous supporters and ask
that you pray for us as we continue our work.

In April, Bethesda Lutheran Communities celebrated 115 years of service
to people with intellectual and development disabilities. We thank you for
partnering with us and celebrating this remarkable journey.

Thank you and blessings to you!

Mike Thirtle

President and CEQ

Bethesda Lutheran Communities

| Our FoTher’s Table

gving a hand up, not a hand out

News from Qur Father’s Table (OFT)

As we welcome fall, it brings many challenges to our
brothers and sisters experiencing homelessness. We
may have more encounters as we all try to stay
warm. | encourage each of you to great our dear
neighbors with a warm smile, for they are often
ignored. This simple gesture of the Lord's love shown
in a smile will make a difference in their lives. We
thank you for your passion, support and prayers, for
these are the backbone of Our Father's Table. We are
forever grateful to you!

Lutheran Church of the Cross Ministries

Kids4Jesus Ministries by Bekah Bay, Director

SUNDAYS : 9AM KidZbay at LW (Preschool-5th Grades)
9:45AM KidZbay at AV (Preschool-5th Grades)
SATURDAYS:  5PMKidZbay at LW (Preschool-5th Grades)

WEDNESDAY Kids4Jesus NITES at Laguna Woods

o 4:45PM Kids4Jesus Choir
e 5:30PM Dinner
e  6:15PM Kids Nite (Preschool-5th Grades)

TUESDAY Family Nites at AV

e  3:30PM Free Tutoring ~ Session | (K-8th grade)
4:30PM Free Tutoring ~ Session Il (K-8th grade)
5:30PM Dinner ($5 each or $15 per family)

6:15PM Kids Nite (Preschool-5th Grades; Youth Group)
6:15PM Free Tutoring ~ Session Il (6-12th grade)

Harvest Fest Fun
October 19 ~ 11am-3pm

OCTOBER EVENTS

10/1, 8,15, 22,29: Family Nites at Aliso Viejo
10/2,9, 16, 23,30:  Kids4Jesus Nite at Laguna Woods
10/7:  AHG Troop CA2517 Fun Nite ~ LW Social Hall ~ 6:30- 8pm
10/14, 28: AHGTroop CA2517 ~ LW Sanctuary ~ 6:30- 8pm

. ry Youth4Jesus Ministries by Bekah Bay, Director

 Youth Ministry at Lutheran Church of the Cross seeks to help students become firmly rooted,
built up, established, and overflowing with thankfulness toward Jesus Ephesians 4:4-16

@

6th Grade Confirmation Classes begin October 6

9 AM ~ LW Youth Room (The Cove)
11 AM ~ AV Youth Room (The Cove)

Confirmation Sunday: Sunday, May 31~9AM

10/19: Date Nite at LW 5-9pm ~ Room B

10/19: Harvest Fest at LW hosted by Kids4Jesus & AHG Troop
CA2517 Ministries ~ 11am-3pm ~ Bounce houses, games,
cake walk, face painting, craft barn, costume parade, food, etc.
Invite your friends & neighbors!

Middle School News

Sundays ~ 9am ~ LW Social Hall Library (if not in confirmation class)

NEW: Midweek Tuesday Nites meet at The Cove AV
6:15- 7:30pm ~ Fun, Food, Fellowship & Bible study

% Harvest Fest October 19 at LW ~ 11am-3pm ~ Bring your friends & neighbors

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

HS ~ Sunday mornings ~ 9am at LW and 8:30am at AV
HS ~ Youth Group: NEW! Tuesday nights at 6:15pm ~ AV campus
HS ~ Youth Group SUNDAY Off Site Nites: 6pm - 7pm~ 2x per month
(locations vary) ~ Contact Bekah at (949) 526-5010 for details
October dates are 10/6 & 10/20

* & o

MS & HS ladies may join our AHG Troop CA2517

“Love God, Cherish Family, Honor My Country & Serve
in My Community” ~ AHG Oath

% HSare encouraged to volunteer at the Harvest Fest on October 19 at LW
anytime from 11am-3pm. Contact Bekah if you are interested in helping.

Lutheran Church of the Cross Ministries
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6 PM High School Youth Off Site Event = P RSO Vo Vo) g}g Em ﬁx Eﬁ'ﬁgﬁysg{ H5 Youth Group 7PM LW Chancel Choir Rehearsal
RE%;SEX%NS mg AY 27 7PM LW Council Meeting 28 6AM LW Biblestudy - Matthew 2 9 10 AM LW Biblestudy - Matthew 30 31 Please pray for our homebound...
. . 6:30 PM LW AHG Troop Badge Meeting 11AM LW Senior Day Out 3:15PM AV K4J Choir 9 AM LW Women's Biblestudy Nancy Agee, Ginger Anderson, Gordon Anderson, Helga Angebrandt, Jeanne Arnold, Marilyn Baab,
7:45 AM LW Communion Worship 3.320*;"’,\; LAV:’/ Errfeftsu'lzrrienGrf’gzssionl 4:30 PM LW JuBellation Practice 11:30 AM LW Prayer Warriors Eleanor Barber, Gisela Bielefeld, Margaret Bloom, Bill and Sharon Brown, Lillian Dahling, Dorothy
8:30AM: AV Blbles'thdy— lg/latthew 430PM AV Free tutoring ~Session |l 4:45PM LW K4J Choir 1PM LW Biblestudy - Hebrews Daynard, Marietta Dodd, Delores Evans, Howard Feichtmann, John and Shirley Gratsch, Shirley Harper,
g II\\I\T LLVV\\II Nv‘vsoggn:ipr’mséﬁ'on 5:30 PM LW Bethesda Homes Dinner 5:30 PM LW Dinner 7PM LW Biblestudy - Hebrews Lois Hinebaugh, Kathy Hoffmann, Lily Jacobsen, Marti Kaalahuntti, Ernie Kniesel, Marie Lape, Marilyn
9:45 AM AV Worship/Nursery, S.S. 530 PM AV Dinner /Family Fun Nite 6:15 PM LW Kids Nite (Preschool - 5th) Mazor, Karin Modin, Marie Moriarty, Audrey Ogle, Lorraine Olson, Ellie Orewyler, Don Pierce, Bruce Porter,
11 AM LW Worship/Nurser ’ 6j15 PM AV Perfectly P.ea(f'fm Parenting 6:15PM LW Biblestudy - Matthew Alma Reardon, Don Rehder, Gladys Robbins, Meggie Roberto, Al and Judy Roberts, Don and Doris Roberts,
p y 6:15PM AV Free Tutoring - Session Il
11AM AV MS Confirmation . " : rentin Gordon and Ginny Rozen, Marlin Schulz, Lindsey Sealy, Ida Thacker, Barbara Torok, Arthur and Carmen
6:15PM AV Gym Night 6:15PM LW Perfectly Peaceful Parenting

7PM LW Chancel Choir Rehearsal Vandenberg, Eleanor Waddell, Sammy and Mitzi Zaan, Alice Zimmerman.




